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The California State-wide Morbidity Survey 


M.D., M.P.H., Chief, Bureau Chronic Diseases, and 
NANcy CLARE M.P.H., Health Education Consultant, California State Department Public Health 


1954, will climax five years planning and prelimi- 
nary work the California State Department 
Public Health project measure the volume and 
distribution illness and disability the general 
population. The over-all objective the California 
Morbidity Research Project develop, test, and 
evaluate state-wide basis methods measuring 
morbidity the general population. 


Need for Morbidity Statistics 

the present time, knowledge about the health 
status the total population available only from 
death records and reports communicable diseases. 
Special morbidity studies are numerous but are gen- 
costly and have little long-range value. Another 
the expanding the list reportable 
diseases, would too burdensome physicians, too 
and would not produce needed data 
diseases. Estimates based upon the 
almost 20-year-old National Health Survey are ad- 
Mittedly limited value today. Data applicable 
general population are not available, nor have there 
been any generally acceptable methods developed for 
such data. Morbidity from the dis- 
such heart disease, cancer, arthritis and dia- 
betes, becoming increasingly important, yet 
not impossible, obtain accurate data 
their amount and distribution the total population. 

The need for adequate morbidity statistics has been 
felt during the past few years, not only 
the California State Department Public Health, 
but also such other state agencies the Depart- 


ment Employment, the Department Social Wel- 
fare and the Department Industrial Relations, 
order evaluate current problems and plan future 
programs. 

Possibilities undertaking research the field 
morbidity measurement meet these needs, and the 
development plans for such project were explored 
during 1948 and 1949 the California State Depart- 
ment Public Health. research grant from the Na- 
tional Institutes Health made funds available 
May 1950, begin this work. Persons representing 
the interests the California Medical Association, 
California Physicians’ Service, Association Cali- 
fornia Hospitals, University California School 
Publie Health, California Conference Local Health 
Officers, State Department Employment, and the 
State Department Industrial Relations agreed 
serve Project Advisory Committee, assist and 
give guidance the department the planning and 
the study. Taking into consideration the 
improvements sampling techniques and tech- 
niques survey interviewing since the National 
Health Survey (1935-36), the committee reviewed, 
the course several meetings, four potential meth- 
ods. These were follows: (1) use illness data 
from operating programs; (2) population survey 
method; (3) physician and hospital sample survey 
method; and (4) composite the first three 


methods. 
The San Jose Survey 


recommendation this advisory committee, 
was decided pretest possible methods morbidity 
measurement one area the State before trying 
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one combination methods state-wide basis. 
Thus, the total project was planned two phases: 
first, pretest pilot basis various methods 
measuring morbidity; second, the application se- 
methods state-wide basis. The first phase 
has been completed. The second about begin. 

With the approval and endorsement the Santa 
Clara County Medical Society, the San Jose Advisory 
Board Health, the San Jose City Health Depart- 
ment and the Santa Clara County Health Depart- 
ment, the area selected for pretesting was the City 
San Jose and nearby rural area. The criteria used 
making this selection were follows: 


(1) Population between 50,000 and 100,000. 

(2) Composition population resembled, gen- 
eral, that State whole. 

(3) Area relatively self-sufficient medical, 
hospital and related services. 


From February through June, 1952, intensive 
study was conducted San Jose. total 10,000 
interviews (including repeat interviews), were com- 
pleted. 


earrying out this San Jose phase the proj- 
ect, the California State Department Health 
contracted with the Bureau the Census design 
the sample households used prepare sched- 
ules and instructions collaboration with the project 
staff; recruit, train and supervise interviewers; 
field edit schedules; and assist designing the 
procedures analyzing the household survey data. 
Responsibility for defining survey objectives, for de- 
fining concepts relating morbidity, for coding and 
processing data and out appropriate anal- 
ysis, and for interpretation and publication data 
was assumed the staff the project working the 
department. 


Methods Explored San Jose 


Specifically, the San Jose study involved two parts: 
(1) investigation methods obtaining morbidity 
data means household surveys sample 
the general population, and (2) evaluation mor- 
bidity information available through data maintained 
independent medical sources. The major survey 
methods investigated included the collection data 
interviewers, and collection means diary 
maintained household informant daily basis. 
the validity the survey data were made 
with hospital records, physicians’ records, and numer- 
ous other sources. 

comparing morbidity rates obtained inter- 
viewing with those from diary-keeping, was found 
that the interview method was less expensive, and 


presented fewer problems interpretation and 
fication. Illnesses causing hospitalization were 
ported completely the interview the diary, 
and illnesses causing disability almost completely, 
Reports hospitalization obtained the household 
interview were found sufficiently accurate 
used for many purposes lieu hospital record 
data. The diary method disclosed more illness, con. 
sisting chiefly minor illnesses; and the diary 
method also proved quite expensive and cumbersome, 

The definition illness adopted for the field 
work the San Jose study (which will also used 
the state-wide survey) was that person was ill 
was reported ill. This broad definition was 
used insure complete coverage possible the 
entire spectrum morbidity, from health” 
the most serious illness. particular, for each in- 
dividual the sample households the following types 
morbidity data were obtained 

accidents and injuries day preceding 

the interview day. 


bo 


accidents and injuries during the month 
preceding the month interview. 
Hospitalization during the calendar months 
preceding the month interview. 
Chronie conditions. 


For comparison with and verification informa- 
tion obtained from household informants San Jose, 
data were obtained for the survey period from 
ber independent sources. These included: death 
certificates, acute communicable disease reports, first 
aid station reports, reports work injuries, hospital 
record abstracts, Crippled Children’s Service reports, 
and physicians’ records. 

Information gained from the study San Jose has 
led the choice the procedures used the 
state-wide project. 


The State-wide Survey 


Upon presentation preliminary results the 


Jose survey October 1953 (detailed results will 


appear series papers published), the 
Project Advisory Committee recommended that plans 
carried forward for the state-wide survey—the 
ond and final phase the total project. Additional 
funds have been granted the National Institutes 
Health for this purpose, and the state-wide survey 
will get under way May 1954, continue for one 
year. Approximately 12,000 households with 35,000 
persons will included sample selected the 
Bureau the Census represent the total pop- 
ulation the State. Each week trained interviewers 
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will obtain information from about 250 households 
throughout the State California. 

The state-wide survey will cover all types disease 
and injuries. will determine not only the nature 
and amount illness among the people California, 
but also how much time lost from work, and the 
amount medical attention and hospitalization which 
received. Data about illness will related age, 
sex, rural urban residence, occupation, type 
health insurance coverage and other population char- 
acteristics. will include information about chronic 
well acute disease, and about home accidents. 


Uses the Morbidity Data California 


anticipated that the state-wide morbidity sur- 
will bring light facts which will great 
yalue answering such questions as: 


What are the major and minor causes illness 
today California? 

How much time lost from work because 
rheumatism, heart disease, diabetes, home acci- 
dents 

How many invalids are there California? 

Does health actually fail rapidly after age 65? 

each year, and the average, how long they 
stay 

What kinds and amounts illness occur the 
various occupational groups? 

Does the health persons recently moved 
California differ from that long-time resi- 
dents 


Data obtained from the state-wide survey will 
aid planning for future health services Califor- 
expected that information secured will 
assist the California State Department Public 
Health materially planning for such programs as: 
prevention disease, rural health, accident 
prevention, aid the disabled, hospital and nursing 
home construction, health care for older persons. The 
survey will also have implications for other state de- 
partments including the 


(a) Department Employment—Information 
time lost from work due illness and accidents; du- 
ration disability disability various segments 
the population. 

(b) Department Social Welfare—Information 
health older age groups; extent invalidism; 
health status long-time California residents com- 
pared with new health status low-income 
groups. 


Department Industrial Relations—Informa- 
tion illness various time lost from 
work. 

(d) Department Education—Bureau Voca- 
tional Rehabilitation: Information disabled per- 

Division Special Schools and Services: Informa- 
tion illness and special health problems 
among young people. 

(e) Department Veterans’ Affairs—Extent 
illness among veterans. 

(f) Interdepartmental Committee Aging— 
Health status older age groups. 

(g) State Office Civil Defense—Information 
extent hospitalization and causing ab- 
sence from work. 

Voluntary health agencies California including 
the American Cancer Society, California Division; 
the California Heart Association; the Arthritis and 
Rheumatism Foundation, Northern and Southern 
California Chapters, the California Tuberculosis and 
Health Association, and others will find results the 
survey useful their special fields. 

Data secured will likewise have important implica- 
tions for such other state organizations as: the Cali- 
fornia Conference Local Health Officers, the Cali- 
fornia Medical Association, Association California 
Hospitals, California Physicians’ Service, Blue Cross, 
insurance companies, California Congress Parents 
and Teachers, and University California School 
Publie Health. 

Information gained home accidents and other 
injuries will interest not only California 
Chapters the National Safety Council, but also 
the national organization. Agencies and divisions 
within the Health Service such the 
National Heart Institute, the National Cancer Insti- 
tute, the Children’s Bureau and the Bureau State 
Services, Division Special Health Services (Chronic 
Disease and and Health) 
expected view with considerable interest the 
results this first state-wide morbidity survey 
attempted the United States. 

While the first phase the California Current 
Morbidity Survey, the San Jose Study, was designed 
develop, analyze and evaluate methods for obtain- 
ing adequate current data morbidity the gen- 
eral population, the second phase will demonstrate 
the effectiveness the use these methods 
state-wide basis. will also provide and re- 
liable illness and disability rates not heretofore avail- 
able. Thus reasonable expect that the methods 
demonstrated may the future adopted and 
widely used provide information which plan 
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and evaluate disease control programs, and provide 
epidemiological clues for investigating the relation- 
ship socio-environmental factors and disease. 
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Influenza Low Level During 
Past Winter 


Influenza apparently was low level during the 
winter 1953-54, with only three small outbreaks 
reported the State Department Public Health. 

Two the outbreaks involved school children 
Alameda and Santa Clara Counties and the third 
was observed students the University Cali- 
fornia. outbreaks influenza-like diseases were 
observed the general adult population, those 
industries from which absenteeism was reported. 

The outbreaks were demonstrated have been 
the type influenza virus. other years 
expected that outbreaks may caused 
the variants the type virus well. 

intensive effort was made during the past win- 
ter season determine current basis the inci- 
dence influenza and influenza-like diseases through- 
out the State. Collected intelligence has been 
issued weekly all health officers order that they 
may aware the potential likelihood influenza 
their areas. The same data have been transmitted 
the Public Health Service and the World Health 
Organization, where similar compilations national 
and international intelligence are made. 

Reports influenza California are obtained 
from all physicians the State, and reports death 
from influenza and pneumonia are obtained from 
eight selected cities. addition, and perhaps most 
important the intelligence network, are the 
health departments which provided weekly data con- 
cerning absenteeism from schools and industries at- 
tributable influenza-like diseases. 

These areas report telephone telegraph the 
unusual incidence respiratory dis- 
ease. Special field and laboratory studies are made 
these outbreaks. 

planned reactivate the surveillance and 
intelligence program next fall, when respiratory dis- 
eases again become more prevalent. 


Civil Service Examinations 


The following positions are open number 
agencies throughout the State, chiefly 
politan areas. Application blanks with complete jp. 
formation about the positions and entrance require. 
ments for the examinations are available from the 
State Personnel Board Sacramento, San 
Los Angeles and local offices the California State 
Department Employment. 

Clinical Laboratory Technician. Salary range: 
$325-$395. 

Senior Clinical Laboratory Technician. Salary 
range: $310-$376. 

Final filing date for both examinations, May 
1954; examination date, May 27, 1954. Applicants 
meeting entrance requirements may file for both 
aminations single application. Possession 
clinical laboratory technician’s certificate license 
equal higher level issued the State Department 
Public Health required. For senior technician, addi- 
tional requirement one year experience com- 
prehensive clinical laboratory work which has 
volved making pathological analyses. Applicants who 
not possess the required certificate will admitted 
the examination but must secure the certificate be- 
fore they will considered eligible for appointment. 

Promotion: Subject certain conditions, state em- 
ployees the Departments Youth Authority, Men- 
tal Hygiene, Corrections and Veterans Affairs who 
have permanent status any class with salary 
range which does not exceed $358 the maximum 
and who meet the entrance requirements may partici- 
pate the senior technician examination 
mental promotional basis. 


Child Safety Film 


service preparation for Child Safety 
Week, April 25th-30th, the Prudential Insurance 
Company has produced sound motion 
picture film and made available through the State 
Department Public Health and number 


-health departments California. Designed for show- 


ing parent groups, the film, ‘‘Mrs. Hazard’s House 
Fairy Tale for highlights the ap- 
pearance and comments Harry Dietrich, 
M.D., the Beverly Hills Clinic, one the Nation’s 
leading authorities child accident prevention. 

Local health departments which have copies the 
film Kern County, Long Beach, Los Angeles 
City, Los Angeles County, Oakland, Pasadena, San 
Mateo County, Riverside County, San Francisco, San 
Bernardino County, San Diego, San Jose, Orange 
County, Santa Barbara, Ventura County, Tulare 
County, and Kings County. 


- 
| 
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Child Safety Week April 25th-30th 
Proclaimed Governor 


Calling attention the need for concerted action 
all Californians the prevention home acci- 
dents, Governor Goodwin Knight has proclaimed 
April 25th-30th Child Safety Week. His proclama- 
tion 

startling and shameful fact that acci- 
dents far outnumber all other causes death and 
disability among our boys and girls. Each year (in 
the United States) unnecessary and preventable 
accidents kill 12,500 children under the age 
years, cripple 50,000 and result disabling inju- 
ries another 1,500,000. 

have greater obligation than protect 
our young people, and their security demands more 
extensive safety education for them and for their 
parents. Programs designed make children and 
adults alert the dangers accidents serve not 
only develop sense individual responsibility 
for personal safety, but also help point out and 
eliminate minimize danger points our dwell- 
ings, schools, playgrounds and nearby areas. 

attention the need for concerted 
action all Californians, young and old, Good- 
win Knight, Governor California, hereby 
proclaim the period April through April 30, 
1954, Child Safety Week this State. urge 
all citizens actively support their local public 
health officials, safety councils, medical associations, 
hospitals, school authorities and civie groups under 
whose auspices child safety crusade will con- 
ducted nation-wide movement reduce the 
tragic toll taken home area accidents.’’ 


Alameda Have Health Board 


Through ordinance passed March 2d, the City 
Alameda will have advisory health board, 
which activated July 1954. The board will 
nominated the mayor and appointed the 
city council. will consist seven members, not 
more than two whom are regularly licensed Ala- 
meda physicians, and one regularly licensed Ala- 
meda dentist. The members will serve more than 
two successive four-year terms, with new members 
appointed each year. 

The board will advisory body the city 
council matters which promote the general health 
the city. The health officer will serve officio 
secretary the board. 


National Hearing Week May 2-8 


The twenty-sixth annual observance National 
Hearing Week, the yearly educational spon- 
sored the American Hearing Society, will held 
May 2d-8th. The theme this year Hearing Price- 
less—Protect It.’’ Effort made during the annual 
event acquaint the with the extent the 
hearing problem and facilities available for serving 
hard-of-hearing children and adults. estimated 
there are million persons the Nation with some 
degree hearing loss. 

There are 115 Hearing Society chapters 
states. The organization supported membership 
dues and contributions from individuals and commu- 
nity 


Southern Alameda County May Site 
for Polio Vaccine Trials 


Polio vaccine field trials will conducted south- 
ern Alameda County May, enough vaccine 
available. 

now planned Alameda County, about 16,000 
children the first, and third grades 
and parochial schools would participate the studies. 

Los Angeles and San Diego health officers have 
found impractical test the vaccine this year 
because delay the availability the vaccine and 
for other administrative reasons. 


Present indications are that quantities vaccine 
will available after April 20th. Such date would 
permit the central and northern areas the State 
continue consideration participation the tests. 


Alameda County proceeds with the tests, will 
participate with the State Department Public 
Health and the National Foundation for Infantile 
Paralysis nation-wide trial the newly devel- 
oped vaccine. 


The need educate people understandings, atti- 
tudes, values, and skills for participation 
our social and life now recognized 
being much responsibility for adult educa- 
ford, Review Educational Research, page 
June, 1950. 


Workers with serious physical impairments are 
worse accident risks manufacturing industries than 
workers without impairments who are performing the 
same kind work, according study the Bu- 
reau Labor Statistics the performance 11,000 
impaired workers and 18,000 unimpaired workers.— 
Accident Facts. 
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Home-prepared Meats Chief Cause 
Trichinosis Cases 


Home-prepared meat products remain the leading 
source for trichinosis California, with pork the 
leading offender, according case reports compiled 
the Bureau Acute Communicable Diseases. 

While appears there has been slight upward 
trend the number reported annually 
California since 1942, the incidence remains below 
that observed earlier years. 

Trichinosis usually single, sporadic cases 
with occasional group cases related common 

the 109 cases reported California during the 
last three years, 1951-53, case history 
forms received the State Department Public 
Health indicate that about cases (64 percent) were 
related pork; eight cases beef; six 
cases percent) bear meat, and (23 per- 
which the source was unknown not stated. 
Histories also indicate that about cases, 
tion was indicated, the suspected product was home 
prepared. 

believed that the cases involving beef that 
the meat was infected when run through grinder 
contaminated the prior grinding pork and which 
had not been cleaned before the beef was processed. 

Fresh meat incriminated were pork chops, roasts, 
patties and sausage; bear meat and chopped sirloin 
steak and hamburger. Processed meats included pork 
sausage, cracklings, ham, head cheese, salami and 
bologna. 

Groups cases related common source during 
the three-year period were eight occurrences two 
eases each, one group seven due raw Italian 
sausage, and one group six cases due bear meat. 

The infection man characterized onset 
variable intensity the amount 
infected meat eaten and the abundance trichinae 
the meat. Nausea, vomiting diarrhea may 
present. 

Muscle soreness pain, edema the face and eye- 
lids, laryngitis, hemorrhages, cough, 
pain the chest, difficulty swallowing and labored 
breathing may occur—even pneumonia involvement 
the central nervous system some cases. 

Fever usual, not unlike that typhoid fever. 
The symptoms are extremely variable. The presence 
man the United States widespread and about 
one every six autopsies have shown infection. 

The reservoir infection for man, primarily swine, 
maintained chiefly the practice using un- 
garbage swine food. Garbage contains 


scraps infected meat and swine become 
through the consumption viable trichinae 
the same manner man, i.e., swine man and 
swine swine. 


Recent regulations the California State Depart. 
ment Agriculture, effective March 19, 1954, place 
severe restrictions the movement, slaughter and 
marketing swine fed uncooked garbage and 
pork products made from garbage fed swine. Thege 
regulations, promulgated control the virus disease 
swine known vesicular exanthema, should mate. 
rially reduce the incidence trichinae infection 
California-grown hogs, about percent (1952) 
which are raised almost exclusively upon uncooked 
garbage. 

The above emphazises that persons should exercise 
every care avoid the consumption raw 
pork products. All fresh pork and pork prod- 
ucts the consumer should cooked 
temperature and for time sufficient allow all 
portions the meat reach temperature 
least 150 degrees Products such fresh pork 
sausage and pork chops should cooked until gray 
color and all traces pink have disappeared. 


Directors Public Health Nursing 
Hold Third Annual Meeting 


The third annual conference for directors nurs- 
ing local health departments was held Asilomar 
18-20, 1954. Representatives local 
agencies well the administrative 
health nursing consultant staff the Bureau Pub- 
Health Nursing attended. 
Plans for the program were made the Bureau 
Public Health Nursing, with the assistance execu- 
tive committees the northern and southern parts 
the State. Seven committees, which worked through- 
out the year, reported their activities. The pro- 
gram was largely made considerations these 
reports. The problems which committees worked 
Preparation Registered Nurses for Individual 
Teaching Situations. 

Functions the Vocational Nurse the Health 
Department Staff. 

Public Health Nursing Field Instruction for 
Nursing Students. 

Revision the Family Folder and Record Pub- 

Health Service. 

Planning and Scheduling Staff Education Meet- 

ings. (Northern and southern committees worked 
this 
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Preparation Outline for Use Studying Per- 
sonnel Problems Through the Case Study 
Method. 


Other topics discussed were the employment 
graduates basic collegiate programs approved for 
public health nursing and nursing units newly con- 
structed health department buildings. 


The following individuals were elected members 
the executive committee for the coming year: 


Northern Committee 

Evelyn Berkeley Nursing Service; 
Mabel Johnson, Sutter-Yuba Health 
Mrs. Mary Chamberlain, San Joaquin Local Health 
District; Margaret Nelson, San Jose Health Depart- 
ment. 


Southern Committee 

Edna Hedenberg, Los Angeles City Health De- 
partment; Mrs. Ethel Goldrick, Pasadena City 
Health Department; Audrey Holt, Long Beach City 
Health Department; Ruth Johnson, San Bernardino 
City Health Department. 

was recommended the group that committees 
appointed to: 

Collect information what being done 
within the State relation the nursing aspects 
home care programs. 

Develop guide lines the ways which 
public health nursing administrators can best cooper- 
ate with schools vocational nursing. 

Work with the nursing consultant the Medical 
and Health Services Division the Office Civil 
Defense clarifying public health nursing responsi- 
bilities relation civil defense. 

Make plans for workshop public health 
nursing administration held 1955. 


Short Courses, Workshops, Seminars 
Scheduled Health Subjects 


Several short courses and workshops varied 
health subjects are scheduled California univer- 
sities and hospitals this spring and early summer. 

The subjects will interest members the 
medical profession, nurses, students and the layman. 
The courses, with brief description, are: 

Family Life Education Workshop. con- 
June 22d through July the College 
the under the leadership Mr. and Mrs. 
David Treat the Clara Elizabeth Fund for Mater- 
nal Health, Flint, Michigan. The workshop cospon- 
sored the California Congress Parents and 
Teachers, Northern California-Nevada Council 


Churches and the College the Pacifie Clinical Serv- 
ices, 

The workshop should particular interest 
secondary school and college teachers, parent educa- 
tion chairmen, health educators, church workers with 
yonth and young married couples, youth leaders and 
others interested community efforts directed to- 
ward strengthening family life. 

Enrollment will limited 40. Two units 
eredit may earned. For further information write 
the Dean the Summer Sessions, College the 
Stockton. 

The Nurse and the Law. Tentative plans are un- 
derway for short course this subject held 
July 6th-16th Los Angeles the School Nurs- 
ing, University Califorina Los Angeles. Persons 
interested should obtain questionnaires from the Class 
Department, University Extension, University 
California, Los Angeles 24. Decision hold the 
course will depend upon response. will planned 
provide analysis and discussion the legal status, 
obligations and liabilities the nurse. 

Rheumatic Fever and Congenital Heart Disease 
Children two-day symposium scheduled for May 
Maimonides Health Center, 2356 Sutter 
Street, San The class will limited 
and detailed program can obtained shortly. The 
class, sponsored the Committee Rheumatic 
Fever and Cardiae Diseases the American Acad- 
emy will presented under the aus- 
the University California Medical Exten- 
sion. Contact Stacy Mettier, M.D., professor 
medicine and head postgraduate instruction, Medi- 
eal Extension. 


Los Angeles—Rabies Center 


Ninety percent all rabid dogs reported Cali- 
fornia last year were Los Angeles City and County, 
Dr. George Uhl, City Health Officer, reports. 

Dr. Uhl, recent news release, said that the 
155 rabid dogs reported the State, 140 came from 
the Los Angeles area. 1953, Los Angeles gave 368 
persons Pasteur treatment, and far this year more 
than persons have received treatment. Three out 
four have been children, Dr. Uhl added. 


Health Officer Change 


Audrey Mertz, M.D., has been appointed Health 
Officer for Trinity County, with offices the Trinity 
General Hospital, Weaverville. The former county 
health officer was Carl Cummings, M.D. 
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Dr. Earl Coleman, Fresno Educator, 
Retires From State College 


Long associated with public health, and for the 
past quarter century the educational phase 
Fresno State College, Earl Coleman, M.D., 
retired April reaching the mandatory retire- 
ment age 70. But his enthusiasm for his work and 
his physical vitality for golfing and other outdoor 
sports belie his age. has for many years, Doctor 
Coleman observed his birthday playing hole 
golf for every year his age, plus couple for good 
measure. was March 24th. views golf 
means keeping trim—his real hobby fishing along 
California’s high Sierra trails. 

Doctor Coleman came California 1905, entered 
Stanford for his senior year and studied under the 
late Dr. William Snow. Following the 1906 earth- 
quake, acted nurse the Stanford Guild Hos- 
pital. This work led his decision into medicine 
instead physical education. obtained M.D. 
degree from Hahnemann Medical College, San Fran- 
cisco, and was private practice for several years. 

1926 became Deputy Health Officer for 
Fresno County with special interest school health 
and sanitation. 1927 was appointed Director 
Health and Physical for Fresno City 
Schools. however, that more impor- 
tant work lay teaching the teacher how 
teach health; that good health program was im- 
possible unless the teacher was imbued with health 
ideal. That was when joined the teaching staff 
Fresno State College, and where remained until 
his recent retirement. 

Doctor Coleman was Fresno City Health Officer from 
1943 through 1945. has served President the 
Northern California Health Officers Association 
President the Western Division, American Student 
Health Association; and President the Fresno 
County Tuberculosis Association. 


More than percent American communities fail 
provide adequate facilities for emotionally dis- 
turbed children who need special care, according 
Joseph Reid, Executive Director the Child Wel- 
fare League America. 


Alameda Looks Control 
——Seeks Index Spread 


The Alameda City Health Department 
tuberculin testing program ninth and 
grade students the city this month with the 
getting index the spread tuberculosis 
fection among the residents. 

The tests, given Dr. David Frost, Health 
and Dr. Frank Hesse, Assistant Director the 
reau Tuberculosis Control, State Department 
Public Health, consist single intracutaneous 
tions 1:1,000 old tuberculin with readings 
hours. 

Students with positive tuberculin reactions are 
fered minifilm chest X-rays the Health 
ment. Other adults their families are also 
have chest X-rays. 

dents, and parents with the details and purpose 
the tuberculin testing was carried prior the 
gram, through talks, leaflets, fact sheets, letters, 
newspaper articles. 

Altogether, 546 students, percent from 
two grades, returned consent forms which 
them have the test. 

With Alameda’s number reported cases 
along with its number patients 
tuberculosis registry, decreasing over the past 
years, the present tuberculin testing program 
gain information that will serve 
guide planning future tuberculosis control 
ties. 


The general mortality rate dropped from 
deaths per 1,000 population 1900 9.6 
the National Office Vital Statistics, 
Health Service reports. Life expectancy 
1900 was estimated 47.3 years; 1950 was 
years. 


1882, Robert Koch estimated that 
all the people the world died 
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